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The defenestrator is Philly's sporadic news-
paper for resistance, creative revolution and
action. To defenestrate Power means total
refusal of its tools and tentacles. Like the
Hussites who had their oppressors thrown
down from the Prague castle into the angry
mob below, the defenestrator wrestles power
and privilege from its highest and most pro-
tected strongholds and casts the beast out of
the window and down into the angry hands of

the people.

Prison Staff! Caution !
Protected Private Property

This newspaper remains property of the send-
er unless it has been personally and materi-
ally accepted by the prisoner to whom it has
been addressed. In the event that the prisoner
is denied direct access to this publication, it
must be returned to the sender with notice of
reasons for failing to deliver to addressee.

Get on the defenestrator email list!
We send out announcements for demonstra-
tions, emergency mobilizations, benefit
events and defenestrator events. If you want
on, send a blank email from your address to
defenestrator-subscribe@lists.riseup.net or
click the link on our website. The list is low
traffic (usually about 1 message a week) and
easy to get off if you so choose.

oCc™ _"a 1 nom\ojm
PO Box 30922
Philadelphia PA

19104 usa
rosa@defenestrator.org
www.defenestrator.org

front cover:
Clown sees Bike Cops and Storm
Troopers Looking for a fight. Where else

but at the Mummers parade?

photo: Beth Pulse

Industrial Tranformation District:
Gentriycation by Any Means Necesary ,Wath

fiYoubve got to say it out loud to hear how crazy it is,0 spoke

Al Alston, of the African American Bussiness and Residents
Association (AABRA). He was reffering to a new bill, introduced
by Councilman Derrell Clarke, that would establish a new zoning
designation called, filndustrial Transformation Districto (ITD).
According to a handout distributed at an AABRA community
meeting on Thursday, January 25, 2007 at the Songhai Cultural
Center, the language of the bill fiis so vague that any district with
two continuous acres of vacant land- ANYWHERE in the city- can
qualify. This legislation would effectively eliminate a comunityos
right to contest unwanted real estate developments.o

Currently when a zoning change or building project is proposed,
the community in that district must be informed of a manditory
public hearing before the city council, where people can voice
their concerns. If the ITD bill passes, however, the community will
have no say in the process. The decisions are made by the planning
commission, which is not required to have public hearings and the
zoning board cannot reverse planning commission decisions on the
ITDGs.

To top of the corruption sundae, a little cherry of a clause allows
developers to change their initial plans submitted without any
approval. As Alston puts it: i Developers create the new rules and
then get break the rules. Meanwhile, we have no say in any of it.0

Westrum, a ruthless, large developer has Brewerytown in its hungry
gaze, where it seeks to build overpriced houses with no room for

the struggling community who already live there. If the ITD bills
pass, Westrum wins. You might remember Westrum as the developer
that pulled homeless people out of a shelter with promises of free
food and put them before the city council claiming that they were
community members who supported Westrum's project.

gentrification

On February 7, the
public hearing for
the bill was held at
City Hall. AABRA and community members attended to voice their
concerns and were shocked to see a room packed full of Westrum
supporters. As the hearing began, however, it became clear that
Westrum had provided many of the statements and foamcore signs
that people held. The statements delivered had nearly identical
beginings and closings and some who spoke mispronounced words
they had supposedly written.

The yrst proposed ITD, layed out in a second bill written by
Councilman Clarke, would impact Brewerytown, between 30th,
32nd, Girard and Oxford. This is not AABRA or Brewerytownds
yrst run in with Clarke. The Songhai Cultural Center at 3117 Master
Street, currently surrounded on all sides by the proposed ITDés, was
won by the community after a hell of a yght with Westrum, whom
Clarke allowed to sieze Songhai.

For the actuall text of the bills (their numbers are 060902 and
060901), visit:
http://tinyurl.com/3djrhp and http://tinyurl.com/39khj4

Rather than reading anarchist newspapers while drinking soy lattes
and talking about how much gentriycation sucks, why not give the
city council a call and let them know what you think:

All Councilpersons: 215-686-1776
Darrell Clarke: 215-686-3442

For more info and updates, see:
allforthetaking.org

Charges Against Anti-Casino Activists Dropped

Today the fiPhilly Phourteend went before
Judge Joseph Solomon. The 14 members of
Casino-Free Philadelphia were each charged
with fAidisorderly conducto for a civil disobedi-
ence action they took on December 11th, as
part of Operation Transparency.

The goal of Operation Transparency was to
seek the release of public documents which
the PA Gaming Control Board had kept se-
cret. The documents included updated trafyc
plans and revenue projections. Many of them
still have not been released.

We asked, for example, if the revenue is
so important -- why not make the informa-
tion showing the projections to be public?
Besides, itds the publicds right to know.

The Gaming Control Board refused us ac-
cess to the documents, and even access to
their public ofyce. Fourteen of us were ar-
rested while attempting to gain access in our
planned civil disobedience action.

In the end, the Judge agreed with our at-
tempts and our right to get the information.

In defense of democracy and on First Am-
mendment principles, the judge declared
all of us NOT GUILTY. He then went on to

admonish the PA Gaming Control Board and
their secrecy. In essence the Judge said: fil
can6t imagine what the Gaming Control Board
would have to hide, that youére going through
such lengths as arresting people rather than
giving people these documents.o

Thatés what we wondered, too.

Additional news, including on the court ruling,
will be made available on our website: www.
casinofreephila.org

- Daniel Hunter and Jethro Heiko
co-coordinators, Casino-Free Philadelphia

IBy the Blanketman

January 26, 2007- Federal Judge Barclay
Surrick declared conditions in the Phila-
delphia Prison System and police detention
Ifacilities inhumane in a lawsuit yled by the
prisoners. The lawsuit focused on brutal
conditions in the initial stages of a prisonerés
processing in the holding cells of police
stations, the Police Administration Building,
and the jailés Intake Housing Units, and the
overall crowding in the system- currently
over 8,600 prisoners in a system built for
5,600. Overcrowding becomes even worse
when the prison population surges during the
summer months

fiThe conditions include unsanitary and
unavailable toilet facilities, the lack of soap,
warm water, and personal hygiene materials,
he lack of beds and bedding, deliberate in-
|Ejifference to the medical needs of detainees,
he lack of yre safety protection for detainees
... and the placing of [inmates] in holding
cells ... in numbers far exceeding the capac-
lity of the cells,0 Judge Surrick wrote in his
opinion. fiThe city has been aware of the
prison overcrowding problem for years and
has failed to take the steps needed to provide
|for an ever-increasing prison population. The

Philadelphia jail declared inhumane

city is also aware that the prison population
typically spikes during the summer months.
That circumstance will undoubtedly occur
in May or June of this year. Considering the
fact that the [prisons are] already at or near
capacity, when the spike occurs, or perhaps
even before, the options will be limited.0

Judge Surrick ordered the city to submit a
plan to yx the problems in a timely manner.
He also prohibited keeping prisoners in po-
lice, criminal justice center, or the Police Ad-
ministration Building holding cells more than
10 hours past their preliminary arraignment.
Arraignments are supposed to take place
within 24 hours of arrest, but can extend to
up to three days at times. Judge Surrick said
that if the overcrowding is not addressed

by the summer months, that he might order
prisoner releases.

David Rudovsky, local civil rights attorney
who represented the prisoners, praised the
judgeds decision and said that the city has
ignored these problems for years. City Solici-
tor Romulo Diaz said that the city has been
working on these issues and that the City of
Philadelphia has not decided whether or not
to appeal the judgets decision.

Two More People Say Mumia

Confessed?

by Hans Bennett
This article can be viewed in full on
www.defenestrator.org

A Dec. 8 NBC 10 story reported
that two more people now say that
they heard Abu-Jamal confess at
the hospital before treatment for his
gunshot wound.

NBC 10 reports that on Dec. 9, 1981 William Colarulo (now a Chief Inspector for the Philadel-

phia police) was a firookie cop assigned to guard the door to the emergency room.6 Colarulo told
NBC 10 that after Abu-Jamal arrived at the hospital, he confessed to his then partner Tom Brady.
fiHe said to my partner something to the effect, 616m glad | shot the M-Fo. Thatés what my partner

said (Abu-Jamal) told him,0 said Colarulo.

The second new account from that morning comes from Kathleen Gerrow. Now an executive
producer at NBC 10, Gerrow was a radio reporter in 1981 covering the story at the hospital. fil

distinctly remember a very distinctive voice shouting, ¢l shot the mother f----er, | shot the mother

f----er,0 said Gerrow.

Pam Africa told The Defenestrator that these two new accounts show that the pro-execution lobby

fiis getting desperate. While these new accounts are supposed to strengthen the case against

Mumia, it actually further exposes the confession story for what it is: a fraud. In 1982 it was un-
believable that police forgot about the confession for two months, Now webre supposed to believe

that it took 25 years for these new people to remember it?0

Africa emphasizes that these new accounts come just months before the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals will hear oral arguments and then decide if Abu-Jamal deserves a new trial. The FOP

and other pro-execution forces fiare scared that Mumia will get a new trial and years of injustice

will be exposed. This is a desperate attempt to sway public opinion against Mumia.o

Hans Bennelt Is an anarchist ana and photo-journalist documenting the movement to free Murmia

anad all political prisoners. His his new website 1s. insubordination.blogspor. com

LOVE Philly:

Bring Our Money Home!
SUSTAIN Launches Tax-Day Campaign

by Kate Zaidan and Nava Et Shalom

Like any international solidarity organizing,
Palestine solidarity activists face the challenge
of making our struggle relevant to those who
are not personally touched by the occupation.
Often, we stop at intellectual arguments: US
imperialism plunders the globe at the expense
of our communities. Slogans and signs that
read fiStop the War at Home and the War
Abroado frequent anti-war rallies.

The atrocities that face Palestine, Lebanon and
Iraq are not so different than those that face
poor people and people of color in Philadel-
phia. If we are to truly situate Palestinian
self-determination in the framework of ending
global apartheid, our work must eliminate

the conditions that make the oppression of

the Palestinian people legitimate. To that end,
our work must repect our commitment to our
communities.

Philly-SUSTAIN (Stop US Tax Aid to Israel
Now) has grappled with developing tangible
means to build our movements together, to
unite under the umbrella of eliminating racism,
classism and all of its manifestations, and to
foster a sense of mutuality amongst the Pal-
estine solidarity movement and community-
based organizing in Philly. If wedre going to
win on our issues, we will need each other to
do it. And if we want radical social change and
not band-aid solutions, our unity is imperative.

One outcome of a long process of repection
and strategizing is the launch of a tax day
campaign called LOVE PHILLY: Bring Our
Money Home. This four-month campaign con-
nects what our tax dollars destroy in Palestine
with what they could build in Philadelphia.

Right now, billions of dollars each year go
from U.S. taxpayers to the Israeli military,
funding the destruction of Palestinian homes,
agriculture, and infrastructure. In the mean-
time, Philadelphians face crises around health-
care, housing, and education. LOVE PHILLY
will raise awareness in Philadelphia about
where our tax dollars are going and where
theybre not going, the violence theyére funding

and the positive change they could make if
they were redirected to fund our cityés needs.

We will partner with community-based orga-
nizations in an effort to redirect the money
spent on war, death and occupation, towards
the needs of the people. We will support local
organizing through publicity events, public
art; teach-ins; letter-writing parties; web-based
outreach; banner drops; and public service
announcements on the radio and TV. This is
just the beginning-as we make connections
and build relationships with organizations, our
work will take shape based on the needs of the
local organizers.

The campaignés yrst event will be a Valen-
tineds Day letter-writing party at Kaffa Kros-
sing on 44th and Chestnut. On February 13th
from 6-9, we will write letters to Philadel-
phiads mayoral candidates, asking them to
stand in solidarity with LOVE PHILLY6s
demands that Philadelphiansd tax dollars come
back to fund the city6s needs instead of fund-
ing violence and occupation in Palestine. Join
us to learn more about the campaign, meet
others who are interested, and spread the word
about where our tax money is and isnét going.

It will always be a challenge to connect the
local to global, to organize outside of the
constraints of single-issue politics, and to
deconstruct the systemic racism and classism
endemic to global solidarity movements. This
is the yrst step in long process of support-

ing the movement building work that already
exists in Philadelphia. A mutually-supportive
movement that is built in the spirit of redis-
tributing wealth and power in this country
and globally is a force of vision and hope, and
SUSTAIN is excited to join the ranks of those
who are working toward that goal.

To get involved in SUSTAIN or to connect a
group you work with this campaign, contact
us at sustainphilly@gmail.com or 267-455-
9279. Keep checking the SUSTAIN Philly
blog at http://sustainphilly.blogspot.com for
a LOVE PHILLY petition and action updates
leading up to April 15.
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Interview:

1Stop VX Nerve Gas Dumping in the Delawarei

By Caryn Hunt | 11.04.2006

VX nerve gas is one ot the most lethal
chemicals ever devised by man. A drop
on human skin will kill a person within
minutes. As a signatory to the Chemical
Weapons Treaty in 1997, the U.S. agreed
to dispose of the deadly substance. The
U.S. Army has plans to dump large quan-
tities of VX nerve gas waste product into
the Delaware River. It intends to treat
the compound before releasing it into the
water, but no one knows what effect this
might have on the ecosystem that depends
on the Delaware. These plans have been
halted temporarily through the lobbying
efforts of elected officials from states
along the river. What is the next step?

| interviewed Tracy Carluccio, Deputy
Director of Delaware Riverkeeper, via
email for more information.

CH: Can you describe your organizations
origin and mission? How broad an area
do you serve?

TC: We are a nonprofit membership orga-
nization with 7000 members throughout
the Delaware River Watershed- from the
headwaters in the Catskill Mountains

in New York State and the Pocono
Mountains in Pennsylvania, through New
Jersey and the Delaware Estuary and

Bay to Delaware and the Atlantic Ocean.
We formed in 1988 and were the first
Riverkeeper project that organized after
the founding of the Hudson Riverkeeper.
Riverkeepers across the nation and
internationally are organized into the
Waterkeeper Alliance, dedicated to pro-
tecting rivers and water.

CH: Can you describe the current situa-
tion concerning VX dumping? What is
VX poison? What are its predicted and/or
possible effects on the river? How did

it come to be slated for dumping in the
Delaware?

TC: The U.S. Army is proposing to trans-
port 1,269 tons of VX nerve agent waste
from its Newport Indiana facility where
it is now stored across the country to

the Dupont Chambers Works facility at
Carneyts Point, Salem County, NJ where
it would be put through their hazardous
waste plant, with the effluent discharged
into the Delaware River. The waste,
known as hydrolysate, would be carried
by tank truck over public highways for
over 1000 miles, through 4 states, 2 to 3
tank trucks per day for 2 to 3 years. The
effluent that would be discharged into the
Delaware River (and the hydrolysate that
would be transported) would contain toxic
Xcomponents and may contain live VX,

since the material would only be tested to
a detection limit of 20 ppb (parts per bil-
lion- one ppb is one microgram per liter).
Live VX and other dangerous biologi-
cally active compounds could be in the
waste up to just under 20 ppb. The effect
of these highly dangerous ingredients

on fish, wildlife, and the small critters
that live on the bottom of the river is not
known. Only a small test has been done
by Dupont on one batch of the hydroly-
sate and the test results were inconclusive,
according to critics.

According to an Ohio EPA study, VX at a
level of 20 ppb after 17.4 hours killed half
of the striped bass exposed. As a result

of this and numerous other concerns, an
agency toxicologist fistrongly recom-
mendedo against discharge of treated VX
hydrolysate into the river there until there
was fimore information about the possible
toxic effects of the treated hydrolysate
discharge on aquatic lifed. (Interoffice
Memo from John F. Estenick, DSW,
Toxics Advisor, Subject Treated VX
Hydrolysate Discharge Recommendation
Technical Report, October 10, 2003, Ohio
EPA)

VX nerve agent is the most potent chemi-
cal weapon ever created. One drop on the
skin will kill a person in minutes. There is

enough VX stockpiled in the U.S. to kill
every person on the planet 500 times over.
The United States agreed in 1997 when
the Chemical Weapons Treaty was signed
with other nations, to destroy VX and all
other chemical weapons. Only a small
amount has been destroyed so far.

CH: Can you describe the alternative to
the Armyds current plans? What is the
procedure they followed in Indiana? Does
this seem to be the best solution?

TC: It is our position that the Army
should revert back to its original plan

to treat and dispose of the VX Nerve
Agent on site, at the Newport, Indiana
facility, as was planned in the late 690s.
The Newport, Indiana community has
been vocal in supporting this option and
through an advisory committee worked
for many years with the Army, scientists
and chemical weapons experts on devis-
ing a safe and effective process acceptable
to all; the state of Indiana has permitted it.

Supercritical water oxidation (SCWO),
the approved system, is a more environ-
mentally safe means of destruction and
does not require incineration (eliminating
air pollution) or discharge to a waterway
(eliminating VX waste effluent). There
are also other known alternative systems

that can be used on site in Newport. On
site destruction avoids the dangers that
accompany the transport of VX hydroly-
sate which contains toxic constituents and
can contain any amount under 20 ppb of
VX nerve agent. It also avoids the dis-
charge of effluent to a waterway.

Apparently, the Army and Dupont feel
they can get approval to dump VX waste
here. When President Bush abruptly
changed course and decided not to pursue
SCWO at Newport, the Army said that

it would be quicker and cheaper to send

it to an already existing plant. They tried
to send it to Ohio but it was defeated by
public opposition. Now the public outcry
here in the Delaware River Watershed and
in the states that would be exposed to the
dangers of the trucking (Pennsylvania has
the most miles that would be exposed,
along Route 80) have halted the plan tem-
porarily. Elected officials, Congressmen,
NJ and Delaware Governors and many
towns and thousands of people have come
out against the proposal.

The transport of VX hydrolysate has been
suspended for 60 days while the GAO
conducts a costs- benefits analysis. They
will also compare the methods of dispos-

continued on page 15
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Democracy for Lifers

erlessness and the resulting crime that plagues
poor communities. The Graterford Lifers are work-
ing hard and in very creative ways to counteract
the dehumanizing culture that young men and
women are getting caught up in both inside and
outside of prison.

by John Alford & Kristi Brian

On October 7, Fight For Lifers, Inc. of
Philadelphia (FFL) hosted the iDemocracy for
Liferso community event. The event took place

at Temple University and focused on four major
themesd the sentencing of juveniles to life without
parole (LWOP), the commutation process, the post
conviction appeals process and the SCI Graterford
Lifersd Public Safety Initiative.

After lunch, Teya Sepinuck offered a DVD pre-
sentation of excerpts from TOVAds performances
pieces, fiLiving With Lifed and fiBeyond the
Walls.0 These performances by Lifers currently
imprisoned and by family members who have lost
loved ones to crime and to prison were presented
alongside moving interviews with Lifers and fam-
ily members of Lifers.

Attorney Marsha Levick was the first presenter of
the day. Ms. Levick shared her experiences work-
ing on the Simmons v. Roper Supreme Court deci-
sion that determined the death penalty to be dis-
proportionate and ficruel and unusualo punishment
for juveniles. Ms. Levick spoke about the parallels
that should be drawn between this decision and the
question of life sentences for juveniles. She point-
ed out that Pennsylvania is maintaining the highest
rate of sentencing juveniles to LWOP in the United
States. She also emphasized that the United States
is one of only a handful of countries that sentences
juveniles to LWOP. These points reflecting the
very backward nature of the United States criminal
justice system and its treatment of juveniles (espe-
cially in PA) were echoed ir%han excellent essay
submitted for the October 7" event by William
DeMascio. Ms. Levick and DeMascio are united
on the fact that juvenile LWOP is a serious viola-
tion of human rights, a point which is confirmed
by the fact that the sentence is forbidden by the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which the United States refuses to ratify.

The day wrapped up around 5 p.m. with a Next
Steps presentation by Nyanza Bandele and Hakim
Ali. They outlined tangible ways to move for-
ward. They stressed the importance of building
community around our common struggles with the
Prison Industrial Complex and the importance of
electoral politics. They discussed proposed strate-
gies, which include face-to-face visits with legisla-
tors to produce fiReport Cardso in order to publicly
expose the positions and actions (or lack thereof)
taken by these elected officials. The fispeak outo
that followed the Next Steps discussion, allowed
audience members to stand and acknowledge

their loved ones locked down and to speak to the
struggles they are facing within the system. These
moving comments evidenced the harsh social and
political realities we are facing, conveying the
urgent need for us to become united and hold those
in power accountable for the oppressive conditions
they are maintaining through anti-human capital-

Levickds presentation was followed by attor- driven policies

ney Angus Loveds remarks on the commutation
process. Angus spoke about the legal/political
obstacles facing inmates seeking commutation in
Pennsylvania and the work being done to combat
these injustices. He also encouraged the group to
continue pressuring legislators to act on the SR
149 effort to legislate a life with parole option in
sentencing and to legislate parole eligibility after
25 years served or at age 50. He urged FFL to gain
the support of the Pennsylvania Black Caucus to
push this legislation forward.

The conference was a success in terms of content
but failed to draw the number of people we need.
Although only about 50 people were in attendance,
we have had increased numbers at our organiz-
ing meetings since the event. As follow up to

the event, FFL has been holding filiving roomo
meetings in membersd homes. Our strategy is to
do this work in our private homes in order to get
more family members and neighbors involved in
this struggle. Together we are reading the latest
research and political theories on imprisonment,
planning strategies to build coalitions and most
importantly listening and learning from each other
as we share ideas and envision greater liberation.

Next, Dan Silverman Esg. gave an energetic and
informative presentation about the post convic-
tion appeals process. Silverman broke down

the process, mapped out how the courts handle
Post Conviction Relief Act (PCRA) and offered
legal advice on how best to use onefs resources
when seeking Post Conviction Relief. Although
Silvermants presentation did not directly address
the need to reverse the one-year time bar that
has been placed on the PCRA, FFL is working to
design a strategy to reverse this PCRA amendment
that limits all prisonersd access to the courts. Dan
Silverman has generously offered to answer any
initial legal questions that FFL members have.
Contact FFL (Philly or Pittsburgh) to pose your
specific inquiry to Mr. Silverman.

In closing, the words of Huey P. Newton seem
relevant: fiThe ideas that can and will sustain our
movement for total freedom and dignity of the
people cannot be imprisoned, for they are to be
found in the people, all the people, wherever they
are.0

Hopefully, by the time our next conference rolls
around, the living room strategies that have
allowed us to share our dignity and our challenges
will have developed into effective forces for
change.

The final presentation before the lunch break Please join our monthly meetings the second Tuesday of

was a lively and inspiring discussion of the SCI every month at the AFSC buildingé®1501 Cherry Street,
Graterford Lifersd Public Safety Initiative (PSI).  Philadelphia. For more information call Reconstruction/
Yayah Shabazz was a participant in the PSI project Fight For Lifers 215-223-8180

during his incarceration at Graterford. Shabazz and
Kay Harris, a Temple University criminal justice
professor, discussed the important contribution that
the PSI offers for both the active transformation

of incarcerated individuals as well as the projectis
potential to positively reduce the culture of pow-

Newton, Huey P. Junuary 3, 1970. Prison, where is thy
victory? From the Huey P. Newton Reader. Edited by
David Hillard. New York: Seven Stories Press.

Ursula Rucker:

From Supa Sista to Majat Mama

Ursula Rucker: From Supa Sista to Madat
Mama Philly spoken-word artist, hip-hop
visionary and moral conscience, she of

the beautiful, room-quieting voice, Ursula
Rucker, chose Egyptian goddess Madat for
her latest incarnation and hip-hop, c-d out-
ing. Mabat, goddess of truth, balance and
universal order is a ytting spirit for Ruckerds
embodiment. Irritating to some (which she
seems quite yne with) for her sometimes-
scathing critiques of materialistic, violent,
misogynistic, pro-capitalist rap artists - the
new shuck and jivers - (put lyrics from Supa
sista here) (Madat might condemn such soul-
lessness to the underworld for encouraging
chaos and disharmony, transgressing for the
sake of proyt, rather than seeking healthy
transformation), wise and necessary to oth-
ers, Rucker always hits nerves, confronting
and encouraging questioning and revela-
tions. fiMadat Mama,0 is more soully, jazzy
than Supa i R -

Sista but ;i

perhaps
even mor
serious/
truth-seek- "«
ing, attack-:
ing war,
poverty,
racism, and:
inequality ;
in relation

early days
in fiChurch
Party,0
those -
fiterry cloth ===
kangols in crayola colors, smell double-mint
and juicy fruit on b-boy breath...when hip-
hop was life.0 As always, there are plenty

of words for women and children. The c-d
kicks off with iHumbledo a tune she shares
with mentor/teacher Sonia Sanchez, who
accompanied her at a c-d release party at
Robinds bookstore last year; the words are
raw, acknowledging the sometimes harsh-
ness of nature that both humbles and reveals,
the artist cleansing before creation. iWhite
cloud rivers run through me, I felt them pass
through my bones, through liver and lung
and stomach, washed me into the big white
cloud lake, but | poated right between fear
and mountains.o fiRant (Hot in Here)o (is
she referring to hell/the underworld? global
warming?) spits out the worldés ills, our
ficastle at the bottom of the universe where
everythingts for saleo: the music industryés
filack of artistry,0 Clear Channel, War, Abu
Ghraib, AIDs, Fallujah, Capitalism, Gun
Control...and fioh yeah | forgot...sodomy...
cause we all beind fucked in the ass right
now...0. Itds a call for revolution fithe castle
walls must come down...letds get it started...
become a pro at being anti to dis -bullshit.0
fil Aindt (Yo Punk Ass Bitch)o and fiPoon
Tang Clano are assertions of black female
strength against media portrayals and
disrespectful males: fiSee, Poon Tang, thatés

just a play on words, it makes light of all the
stereotypes that have created our pseudo-
sex hype, yes, wedre women and black, but
not simply wet nurses or coochies...or...
topless whores waiting on continentés shore
to become new world versions of beasts

of burden.o fil Aint...0 will resonate with
any woman whots felt less than equal in a
serious love relationship: fil m tired of the
anonymity, like nickels on corners in white
tees, | got a name, | am somebody, not just
someoneds mama or main-squeeze...I ainft
your holla black girl.0 The song pushes
through the pain and difyculty of renounc-
ing unfulylling love in order to dance again.
fiChildrends Poemo addresses the contuing
legacy of racism, the smugness of white
liberal do-gooders - fiyou aindt nothing but
the plantation mistress, wearing Americats
corset pulled way to tightd - and the general
mistreatment and lack of concern for chil-
-adren in our culture.
ucker is, after all
he mama of four

\video-hosd, pedi-
led, mainstreamed,

\What we gonna
0?0 she asks, stick-
ing it in our face
#\where it should be.
t might be easier,
more of an escape,

sdyshopo or grin at

8 Akonds ode to easy
b =
SLE==\vomen iSmack
That,0 to exult in the male posturing and
boasting that may seem like an alternative
power to the status quo (but too often merely
mimics it), but the world Rucker describes
will still stew beneath that surface of cool in-
vulnerability. And she is right, that we candt
ignore it if we truly want to build a founda-
tion of universal order and balance - until
we do chaos and disorder will reign. Some
might say Rucker needs to lighten up, is too
sensitive to this world, but she has always
been sincere in her truth-seeking no matter
how ugly or painful. In a recent interview,
Rucker explains how fAStuff kind of blind-
sides me. You know, 81l just be sitting there
and somebody will say something or some-
thing will come across on the TV or 16l see a
headline and ités just like a punch in the face,
and then | canét let it go.0 She doesnét write
just to rant, but for the note she ends on.

The ynal, optimistic track AL.O.V.E.0 sees

a possible future ylled with it: iYou know,
love that has been worked on, like gardens
and term papers, love that has been nurtured,
like children....it will be beautiful, it will win
blue ribbons and everything, folks will come
from far and wide to see it.0 But not if we
dondt cultivate it.






